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Advance Political Theory

Part A Introduction

Program: HOHGU!B]RCJ&)I" Class: BA Year: Fourth

Session: 2024-25

Subject: Political Science

1 | Course Code A4-POSCIT
2 | Course Title Advance Political Theory
3 | Course Type (Core Core Course ~ T
Course/Elective/Generic
Elective/Vocational/.....)
4 | Pre-requisite (if any) To study this course, a student must have had this subject in
Degree.
5 | Course Learning outcomes 1. Student will be able to understand Behaviouralism and
(CLO) Post-Behaviouralism and state of political theory.
2. They will be able to explain concept of power and its
different dimensions.
3. They will able to understand the real meaning of freedom
and equality.
4. They will be able to learn different dimensions of justice
and rights.
5. They will be able to explain democracy in different
perspectives.
7 | Credit Value 6
. \| Total Marks Max. Marks: 30=70 | Min. Passing Marks:35

Part B- Content of the Course

Total No. of Lectures (in hours per week): 6 Hours per week
Total Lectures- 90 Hours

Unit

Topics

No. of Lectures

1

Debates in Political Theory & Disagreements
1.1. Behaviouralism and Post-Behaviouralism

1.2. State of Political Theory Today: Decline or Resurgence

1.3. End of Ideology and its Impact on Political theory

16

How to read Political Context
2.1. Understanding power

2.2. Steven Lukes: faces of power
2.3. Althusser: Ideology & power
2.4. Foucault: power & the subject
2.5. Gandhi: Colonial state in India

20

Debates on Freedom and Equality

3.1. Freedom as autonomy (Kant, Mill)

3.2. Negative & Positive Liberty (Berlin & MacCallum)
3.3. Equality of What? (Welfare, Resources, Capability)
3.4. Equality of Opportunity vs Equality of Outcome

18

Debates on Justice and Rights
4.1. Justice as Fairness (Rawls)

4.2. Communitarian & Feminist conception of justice (Walzer,

Sandel, Okin)

18
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4.3, Moral vs Legal rights
4.4. Civil Disobedience & Satyagraha

Debates on Democracy 18
5.1. Procedural vs Substantive Democracy

5.2. Political community & Pluralism

5.3. Citizenship, Virtues & Democratic Education

Keywords/Tags: Political Theory, Pluralism, Freedom, Justice, Power, Equality, Democracy

Part C-Learning Resources

Text Books, Reference Books, Other resources

Suggested Readings:
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14.

15,
16.
1675

18.

Acharya, A. & Bhargava, R. (Ed.) “Political Theory: An Introduction”, Pearson, New Delhi,
2008

Arblaster, A., “Democracy: Concepts in the Social Sciences”, Open University Press, New
York, 1994,

Bannett, J. ‘Postmodern Approach to Political Theory’, in Kukathas, Ch. and Gaus, G. F. (eds.)
Handbook of Political Theory. New Delhi: Sage, 2004.

Bhargava, R., “What is Political Theory and Why Do We Need It?”, Oxford University Press,
Oxford, 2010.

Barry, N., “An Introduction to Modern Political theory”, Macmillan, London, 1981.
Christiano, ‘Democracy’, in Mckinnon. C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, New York: Oxford
University Press, 2008.

Held, D., “Models of Democracy”, Polity Press, Cambridge, 1991.

Farrely, C.A. “Introduction to Contemporary Political Theory: A Reader”, London, Sage,
2004.

Gauba, O.P., “An Introduction to Political Theory”, Macmillan Publication, Delhi, 2009
Heywood, A. “Political Ideologies: An Introduction”, Palgrave, London, 2004.

Heywood, A. “Politics”, Palgrave Macmillan, London, 2013.

. Mackinnon, C. “Issues in Political Theory”, Oxford University Press, New York, 2008.

Smits, K. “Applying Political Theory”, Palgrave Macmillan, London, 2016.
Sanders, D. ‘Behavioral Analysis’. in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) Theory and Methods in
Political Science. London: Macmillan, 1995.

Vincent, A. “The Nature of Political Theory”, Oxford University Press, New York, 2004.
Varma, S.L. “Advanced Modern Political Theory™, Rawat Publications, Jaipur, 2008.
Varma S.P. “Modern Political Theory” Vikas Publication, New Delhi, 2023.
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1. https://www.jstor.org/stable/2125628?seq=1

2. httns::’/po!iticalscience.stanford.edufresearch/political-theorv

3. https:/link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1 007%2F978-1-4020-

8265-8 1431

4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTNIx52Weg

Suggested equivalent online courses:

NPTEL- Introduction to Political Theory By Prof. Mithilesh Kumar Jha, IIT Guwahati

https://onlinecourses.nptel.ac.in/noc20 hs35/preview

Part D-Assessment and Evaluation

Suggested Continuous Evaluation Methods:

Maximum Marks : 100

Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) : 30 Marks University Exam (UE): 70 Marks

Internal Assessment : Continuous
Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE)

Class Test Assignment/Presentation

30

External Assessment :
University Exam Section

Time : 03.00 Hours

Section(A) : Very Short Questions
Section (B) : Short Questions

Section (C) : Long Questions

70

Any remarks/ suggestions:

Note: Please include the Tutorial related information (if any) in this format.
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