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Part A Introduction
Program: Research ]H”ovt:5| Class: BA ] Year: Fourth | Session: 2024-25
Subject: Political Science
1 | Course Code A4-POSC2D
2 | Course Title Feminism: Theory and Practice
3 | Course Type (Core Course/ Discipline Specific Elective — T
Discipline Specific Elective)
4 | Pre-requisite (if any) To study this course, a student must have had this subject in
Degree.
5 | Course Learning outcomes | After reading this course the students will be able to explain
L 1. How different schools have understood patriarchy
and feminist questions differently.
2. The origin. evolution and key issues which are at the
core of the feminist movement both in Anglo-
American world and India.
3. The representation of the women in the political
space of India.
4, How the immense contribution that women make to
the family are neglected in computation?
6 | Credit Value 4
Total Marks Max. Marks: 30+70 | Min. Passing Marks:35

Part B- Content of the Course

Total No. of Lectures-Tutorials-Practical (in hours per week): 4 Hours per week

Total Lectures- 60 Hours

Unit Topics No. of Lectures

1 Understanding Feminism and Feminist Movements 15
1.1. Feminist Theory: Meaning and nature

1.2. Feminism as an Ideology

1.3. Origin and Phases of Feminist

1.4. Movement: Three waves of Feminism

1.5. Basic Concepts: Sex-Gender divide, Public-Private
divide and Patriarchy

2 Theories of Feminism: 15
2.1. Liberal Feminism

2.2. Socialist Feminism

2.3. Marxist Feminism

2.4, Radical Feminism

2.5. Post-modern Feminism.

R) Women and Politics 10
3.1. Women and their Representation in Politics and
Administration

3.2. Women Representation at Grass-roots level in
Politics
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Feminism in India 20
4.1. Historical Background: Status of Women in Ancient,
Medieval and Modern India, Indian Renaissance and
emergence of feminist thought in India.

4.2. Family in contemporary India - patrilineal and
matrilineal practices. Gender Relations in the Family,
Property Rights

4.3, Understanding Woman’s Work and Labour — Sexual
Division of Labour, Productive and Reproductive labour,
Visible - invisible work — Unpaid (reproductive and care),
Underpaid and Paid work. Methods of computing
women’s work

4.4. Women and Ecology

Key word: Feminism, Patriarchy, Gender, Women Representation, Ecology

Part C-Learning Resources

Text Books, Reference Books, Other resources

1.
2.

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

Suggested Readings:

Andrew Heywood, Political Ideologies : An Introduction, Palgrave Macmillan, 2012.
A.S. Altekar, Position of Women in Hindu Civilization from Prehistoric Past to the Present

day, 3::1 Edition, Motilal Banarasi Das, Delhi, 1962.
B. Caine, Victorian Feminism Oxform University Press, New York, 1992.

D. Coole, Women in Political Theory: From Ancient Misogyny to Contemporary Feminism,
Harvester Wheatsheaf, New York, 1993.

Gayatri C. Spivak, In other Worlds. Methuen, London, 1987.

J.B. Elshtain, Public Man, Private Man: Women in Social and Political Thought, Princeton
University Press. Princeton NJ, 1981.

Mandakranta Bose, Facess of the Feminism in Ancient Medieval and Modern India, OUP,
New Delhi, 2000.

M.L. Shanley and C. Pateman, Feminist Interpretation and Political theory, Cambridge, Polity
Press, 1991.
Nivedita Menon. Gender and Politics in India, New York, OUP, 1999

P. Thompson, Indian Women through the Ages, Bombay, Asia Publishers, 1964.
S. de, Beauvoir, The Second Sex, Trans, H.M. Parshley, Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1972.
Vinobha Bhave, Streeshakti, Sarva Deva Sangha Prakashan, Varanasi, 1994

Vandana Shiva (ed) Close to Home: Women Reconnect, Ecology, Health and Development
Worldwide, Philadelphia New Society Publishers 1994

V. Bryson, Feminist Political Theory, London, Macmillan, 1992

Vandana Shiva, Staying Alive: Women Ecology and Development in India, New Delhi: Kali
for Women, 1998.

Suggested equivalent online courses: Online course- Swayam Portal
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Part D-Assessment and Evaluation

Suggested Continuous Evaluation Methods:
Maximum Marks : 100

Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) : 30 Marks University Exam (UE): 70 Marks

Internal Assessment : Class Test Assignment/Presentation

Continuous Comprehensive

Evaluation (CCE) 30
External Assessment : Section(A) : Very Short Questions

University Exam Section Section (B) : Short Questions 70
Time : 03.00 Hours Section (C) : Long Questions

Any remarks/ suggestions:
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