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Format for Syllabus of Theory Paper

Part A Introduction

Program: Class: BA Year: First Session: 2025-26
Certificate/Diploma
Degree/

Subject: Political Science

1 | Course Code

2 | Course Title Political Theory

3 | Course Type (Core Core Course 1
Course/Elective/Generic

Elective/Vocational/.....)

4 | Pre-requisite (if any) To study this course, a student must have passed 12t
Student of any subject can study this course.
5 | Course Learning outcomes 1. Student will be able to understand meaning and
(CLO) significance of Political theory, different ideologies

and approaches.

2. Student will be able to understand Indian perspective
of Political Theory.

3. They will be able to explain concept of state and its
Indian Perspective.

4. They will learn what is power and authority and how
they are interwoven. They will understand the
concept of Vsudhaiv Kutumbkam and Integral
Humanism.

5. They will be able to learn different dimensions of
sovereignty and its relation with state.

6. They will be able to explain liberty, equality, justice
and rights. Understanding of these key political
concepts will facilitate students in real political
world.

7. They will be able to explain different dimensions of
democracy and explore democratic elements of
Governance in Ancient Indian Political System

6 | Credit Value 6

7 | Total Marks Max. Marks: 30+70 Min. Passing Marks:33

Part B- Content of the Course

Total No. of Lectures (in hours per week): 6 Hours per week
Total Lectures- 90 Hours

Unit Topics No. of Lectures

1 Understanding Political Theory 18

1.Definition, Nature and Scope of Political Science.

2.Political Theory: Meaning and Significance

3.Approaches to study of Politics

4.Different terms- Political Science, Political
Philosophy, Political Theory, Political Thought and

Politics ) ,..’,/,L,./
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5.Introducing Ideologies: Liberalism, Socialism,
Feminism and Environmentalism.
6.Indian Perspective of Political theory
Activities:

1. Debate/Discussion: Divide the students into
groups and have them debate on the nature of
Political Science—whether it's a science, an art, or
a mixture of both.

2. Concept Mapping: Create a concept map that
illustrates the relationship between different
political theories and their significance in shaping
political systems.

3. Panel Discussion: Host a panel discussion with
students presenting the various approaches and
how they differ in the analysis of politics.

2 Concept of State 18
1.Defining State, Elements of state

2.Theories of Origin of State, Indian view on the

origin of the state, Saptanga Theory of State
3.Republican principles in Ancient India, Concept of
welfare state and ‘Sarvjan Hitay, Sarjan Sukhay’
Activities:

1. Role Play/Mock Debate: Organize a mock debate
where students represent different theories of the
origin of the state and argue for the relevance of
their theory in explaining the state's origins.

2. Research Project: Assign students to research the
republican principles found in ancient Indian
republics and present on the organization of these
states, the role of citizens, and the leadership
systems.

3 Polity, Sovereignty, Concept of Vsudhaiv Kutumbkam 18
and Theoretical aspect of Integral Humanism of Pt. Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya
Activities:

1. Interactive Quiz or Matching Game: Create an
interactive quiz or matching game where students
match terms like "power," "authority," and
"sovereignty" with their definitions and real-world

_ M/} _ examples.
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2. Creative Poster/Infographic: Students can design
posters or infographics that showcase the key
principles of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.

Core Political Concepts 18

Freedom

Equality

Justice

Rights

Social justice, social harmony and principle of
Karma (Duty Based Karma Principle) in Indian
Thought

ukwn e

Activities:

1. Debate on Freedom Vs Equality: Organize a
debate on the balance between freedom and
equality.

2. Karma Principle Role-Play: Ask students to role-
play characters who embody the Karma principle,
where they must make ethical decisions based on
their duties (e.g., a teacher, a leader, a worker).

The Idea of Democracy 18
1. Meaning, Definition and types of democracy

2. Democratic Elements of Governance in Ancient Indian
Political System

3. Major political systems of India: Vedic period, Later
Vedic period and republican traditions.

4. Procedural and substantive nature of democracy

Activities:

1. Group Research and Presentation: Assign each
group a type of democracy. Each group will
research and present on their type of democracy,
explaining its characteristics, advantages, and
examples from around the world.

2. Role Play of Ancient Assemblies: Organize a role-
play where students simulate the decision-making
process in an ancient Indian Sabha or Samiti
(assembly). Some students can act as citizens,
while others represent leaders, and together they | y /]
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should debate on an issue (e.g., land distribution,
justice) to practice the democratic process.

Keywords/Tags: Political Theory, Liberalism, Socialism, Saptanga Theory, Power, Authority,

Freedom, Equality, Justice, Democracy

Part C-Learning Resources

Text Books, Reference Books, Other resources

Suggested Readings:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

Acharya, A. & Bhargava, R. (Ed.) “Political Theory: An Introduction”, Pearson, New Delhi,
2008

Arblaster, A., “Democracy: Concepts in the Social Sciences”, Open University Press, New
York, 1994,

Bhargava, R., “What is Political Theory and Why Do We Need 1t?”, Oxford University Press,
Oxford, 2010.

Barry, N., “An Introduction to Modern Political theory”, Macmillan, London, 1981.
Held, D., “Models of Democracy”, Polity Press, Cambridge, 1991.

Farrely, C.A. “Introduction to Contemporary Political Theory: A Reader”, London, Sage,
2004.

Gauba, O.P., “An Introduction to Political Theory”, Macmillan Publication, Delhi, 2009
Heywood, A. “Political Ideologies: An Introduction”, Palgrave, London, 2004.
Heywood, A. “Politics”, Palgrave Macmillan, London, 2013.

Mackinnon, C. “Issues in Political Theory”, Oxford University Press, New York, 2008.
Smits, K. “Applying Political Theory”, Palgrave Macmillan, London, 2016.

Vincent, A. “The Nature of Political Theory”, Oxford University Press, New York, 2004.
Jayaswal, Kashi Prasad, Hindu Polity

#eta, ST U9 A, T, “USeia Reyid: T aRa, 9 sfEan, a5 e, 2011 .
TS, 3 YRIRT, TSI I- AU I FIRGT, 7Tl Trea 19T g134, e, 2019.

SNeT, GERTST, “TSTATe faATet”, AIfRed $1deT qfsereher, 3R, 2021.

SteT, GERTST, “Toleii{cieh Feiic”, Aifgcd 87dsT qfeerehars, 3MRT, 2019.
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19.https://www.]stor.org/stable/21256287seq=1

20.https://politicalscience.stanford.edu/research/political-theory

21.https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-1-4020-8265-
8 1431

22.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdTNIx52Weg

Suggested equivalent online courses:

NPTEL- Introduction to Political Theory By Prof. Mithilesh Kumar Jha, lIT Guwahati

https://onlinecourses.nptel.ac.in/noc20 hs35/preview

Part D-Assessment and Evaluation

Suggested Continuous Evaluation Methods:
Maximum Marks : 100

Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) : 30 marks University Exam (UE) 70 marks

Internal Assessment : 4 Class Tests (each test will be of 10 | 30
Continuous Comprehensive marks, three written tests and the
Evaluation (CCE):30 fourth test will be in the form of

quizzes, project work,
presentations, etc.) 3 Best Tests to

be Combined
External Assessment : Section(A) : Three Very Short Total 70
University Exam Section: 70 Questions (50 Words Each)
Time : 03.00 Hours Section (B) : Four Short Questions

(200 Words Each) Section (C) : Two
Long Questions (500 Words Each)

Any remarks/ suggestions:

Note: Please include the Tutorial related information (if any) in this format.

ok
.
Dr. J.C.SINHA

Professor & Head Department of Pol.sc.
Govt. P.G. Lead College Jhabua (M.P.)


https://www.jstor.org/stable/2125628?seq=1
https://politicalscience.stanford.edu/research/political-theory
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-1-4020-8265-8_1431
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-1-4020-8265-8_1431
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdTNlx52Weg
https://onlinecourses.nptel.ac.in/noc20_hs35/preview

